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the colony from English interference and control
there were many who complained of the form
the government was taking. The franchise was
limited to church members, which debarred five-
sixths of the population from voting and holding
office; the magistrates insisted on exercising a
negative vote upon the proceedings of the deputies,
because they deemed it necessary to prevent the
colony from degenerating into "a mere demo-
cracy"; and the ministers or elders exercised an
influence in purely civil matters that rendered
them arbiters in all disputes between the magis-
trates and the deputies. Until 1634, the general
court had been a primary assembly, but in that
year representation was introduced and the towns
sent deputies, who soon began to complain of the
meagerness of their powers. From this time on,
the efforts of the deputies to reduce the! authority
of the magistrates and to increase their own were
continuous and insistent. One bold dissenter
was barred from public office in 1635 for daring
to deny the magistrates' claim, and others ex-
pressed their fear that autocratic- rule and a gover-
nor for life would endanger the liberty of the people.
The dominance of the clergy tended to the main-
tenance of an intolerant theocracy and was offensive